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BrRoTHER PHANTOM, 


| AM happy to find that my vifit to the Manufacturer of Books, and 
his friend the Profeffor of Languages, has given fo much amufe- 
ment to the good people of Edinburgh :—let thefe worthy gentlemen 
fleep ; I now introduce your readers to other {cenes, which I witnefled 
in a late aerial excurfion. The firft houfe where I ftopped, was a 
Lawyer's of confiderable practice, but of no great genius, and who often 
owed the applaufe he received, as a writer of law-cafes, to. what he bor- 
rowed from other papers. I found him in a violent paflion, and ufing 
fuch a language to his clerk, as he could only have picked up from a 
certain fet of clients. Poor Scribimus had, it feems, made an unlucky 
miftake. Mr Condefcendence having had a paper to draw for a female 
client, in a queftion of adultery with her coachman, had fortunately 
got the papers of a cafe perfeétly fimilar, out of which, being pretty 
old, and not much known, he thought he might fafely copy the legal 
arguments, in a memerial on that queftion. This accordingly he had 
directed his clerk to do; but the youth being rather unacquainted with 
bufinefs, made a fmall miftake, copying from the paper of the purfuer, 
inftead of that of the defender. When the caufe was brought into 
court, the blunder had been for the firft time obferved, and our hero 
received many ironical compliments upon his integrity and difinterefted 


conduét ; which, however, was fatal to his client. He had now come 
home to vent his fpleen upon the unfortunate author of the miftake. 
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The double error of being deteéted in copying from a wrong paper, 


and arguing on the right lide of a queftion, when he was feed to op- 
pofe it, was ,certainly enough to drive him mad: whether it had that 
effet, I did not ftop to fee. 

The next place I vifited was the houfe of a great preacher of the Go- 
{fpel, who was compiling a fermon for the enfuing Sunday. This he did 
with great facility, from the various authors in his library. But as he 
piqued himfelf principally upon his delivery, he now began to practife 
before a mirror. His countenance had naturally the qualities, fitted for 
fixing the attention of believers. His face in length was nearly eigh- 
teen inches; a great proportion of which was occupied by the lantern 
jaws. Its breadth was not proportionable; the emaciated and difco- 
loured cheeks bore marks of fpiritual troubles, no doubt occafioned by 
fevere difcipline and faftings. Thefe, with a long {harp nofe, filled with 
Scotch f{nuff, a pair of bufhy prominent eye-brows, covering two little 
round eyes, funk in his head, and encircled with an afh-coloured bor- 
der; finally, a mouth of extraordinar y dimentions, exhibiting teeth of 
various fhapes and colours, formed altogether a proper puritanical coun- 
tenance. ‘This head-piece was attached to a body not much longer than 
itfelf, without being connected by oe vilible neck. With a felf-com- 
placent grin, and a horrible voice, he croaked forth his ftolen difcourfe 
upon chaftity, and put himfeif in fach contortions, «as gave me for 
once the piéture of the damned. Having, in the courfe of his praCtice, 
difcovered a new and happy diftortion, he exclaimed, in a ftyle of rap- 
ture peculiar to himfelf, That will do; this will pleafe the faithful in 
the Lord. Whitfield himfelf could not come up to me. Wis maid now co- 
ming into the room, he addreffed her in a ftyle of great charity ; and 
they retired together to his bed-chamber, where I did not chufe to fol- 
low them. 

Leaving this fpiritual guide, i entered a room of about nine feet {quare, 
without any window, and having no light but what proceeded from the 
blue flame of a twinkling taper. ‘This, and the fulphur-coloured walls, 
refle€ted upon the faces of the company a taint not unlike the vapours 
which iffue from Pandemonium. Here was held a nightly club: the 
maximum and minimum of each member's expenditure was fixpence ; and 
for this reafonable contribution they fwallowed copious draughts of ale, 
with a {mall proportion of diluted whifky. For a verytriflingadditional 
fum, any individual member might alfo indulge in a Welfh rabbit, a 
penny pye, or a two-penny chop. When I enteted, invifible, the club 
confifted of fix members. The Venerable Prefident, and Father. of the 
Society, graced the head of the table. During forty confecutive years, 
he had filled this office with unmatched ability. He fpoke with energy 
of the happy evenings he had pafled in the club, furrounded by many 
illuftrious charaCters, ° whom he had the pleafure of calling his children. 
He regretted much, however, the enormous price to which the beve- 

rage of the fociety was now raifed, that induced an adulteration not 
to be tolerated. On the right hand of the chair, fat a fon of Stahl, 
whofe chymical practice was now principally confined to the compound- 
ing fpirits, fugar, and water, for the fociety. This old and worthy 
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member was a confiant attender; his extenfive knowledge afforded in- 
formation and inftruQion, while his valuable economical qualities ren- 
dered him worthy of the office of Treafurer, which he held. Next 
him, was feated a juvenile Efculapius, prattling with great fluency, and 
rather pertly oppofing the chymical opinions of his neighbour, to the 
no {mall diflatisfa@tion of the Prefident, who remonftrated againft the 
frequent ufe of the terms of hydro-carbonous and azotic, and, with due 
dignity, impofed filence upon the loquacious combatants. A venerable 
limb of the law, but whofe countenance rather denoted the Methodift 
parton, fat enjoying this feene; and, by his fly obfervations, and dry 
witticilms, which he produced while he chewed his quid of tobacco, 
excited the rifible faculties of the furrounding board. His remarks, 
however, being in good humour, pleafed the whole club. At the right 
hand of this old member, fat a little man, of the fame profeffion, who 
took a particular pleafure in se himfelf by a nap, to which the mo- 
notonous converfation, after a certain period, contributed. He, how- 
ever, fwallowed his mutton-chop as it were intuitively. The only other 
perfon prefent was alfo a member of the College of Juftice, of a moft 
engaging perfon and addrefs, and of a remarkable fluency of language, 
catching with eagernefs the ideas of the company, and, with a oe 
peculiar to himfelf, admitting the truth of all that was advanced. 

A difcuffion now arofe about the quality of the ale, which was by 
fome members thought to be too weak. The little Doftor, who had a 
peculiar fondnefs to fhew his fkill in ratiocination, went at confiderable 
length into a metaphyfical inquiry concerning the terms weak and frong, 
and eagerly urged the neceflity of analyfing our conceptions. He de- 
fined ftrong ale to be that which not fo much irritated, but rather con- 


curred to give fixity, firmnefs, and ftability, to the minute ftamina of 


the organic fibre. The company, however, was not much wifer for 
his diftinétions; and his accuracy of language had left them uncertain 
of the real ftrength of the beer. The chymitt, after acceding, with a 
dignified and complacent bow, to the metaphy fical definition of the 
ftrength of ale, as given by his friend, obferved, that it would be more 
proper to analyfe the fubftance itfelf. Ale, faid he, is compounded of 
malt and hops 5 and being afterwards fermented, is converted, by means 
of the extrication of certain gafes into a fubftance altogether different. 
He regretted that the procefs of fermentation was not fufficiently un- 
derftood. He was, however, proceeding to give a datum of his 
own, when the Prefident interrupted him, faying, it was all damned 
nonfenfe. The polite gentleman of the lav declared, with a rapidity 
that almoft prevented his utterance, that Dr Moyes. bad fully explain- 
ed, that the ftrength of ale lay int its Origen. Oxigen, Sir, you mean, 
faid the Do€tor pertly, it is the vital air , the pab bulum vite ; but let me 
tell you, that the ftrength of beer lies in nothing elfe than in the car- 
bonic acid, which is charcoal, er greats united with the air we 
breathe. O then, fays the Lawye , with a laugh, ring the bell for 
fome charcoal, to give ftrength to “ids confounded ftufl, ‘The gr: 
i gentleman protefted againft the meafure; but thought fome 
ftronger ale ought to be provided, although at a higher price. The 
fleepy 
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fleepy perfonage, now lifting up his head, obferved, that the. beft end 
to the difpute would be to get fome punch; on which the Prefident, 
with an audible voice, ordered the miftrefs to bring materials. A {mall 
quantity of this liquor exhaufted the allotted finances to a fixpence. It 
was propofed to club an additional halfpenny to make up another bowl. 


To this the old members objeéted, as an encroachment upoa the rules 


of the fociety, and an innovation of the giddy young members.— 
What was to be done? To leave fo much over the reckoning, was 
equally unprecedented ; and half a bowl would not go round the com- 
pany. A happy device was at laft fallen upon. After a preamble on 
the deliterious quality of fugar, it was propofed, and unanimoufly 
agreed, that the remaining fixpence fhould be expended in a bowl of 
pure grog; after difcufling which, the company parted in the moft per- 
fect good humour. Upon the whole, I fpent a very happy evening ; 
and do not hefitate to fay, that in this moderate club there is as much 
enjoyment as in the more expentfive focieties ; for, befides the chymi- 
cal differtations I have mentioned, which may be properly called the 
nightly bufinefs, there were feveral fenfible difquifitions upon morals, 
literature, politics, and natural hiftory. In this laft branch of fcience, 
there was a communication made to the club by one of the gentlemen, 
who defcribed a particular kind of goofe, upon which the natives of 
the Animaboe country, in Africa, perform their journeys, and whereof 
one fpecimen is faid to. be preferved in the Britifh Mufeum; when the 
loquacious gentleman of the law regretted much he did not know of it 
when he was laft in London, as he had gone to the Mufeum on pur- 
pofe to fee the coins, books, and other natural curiofities. 


CALCHAS PHANTOM. 








Cham-pi-pi is received, and may probably appear in the next Number. Jack 


a hiftory of Amanda is too fentimental. 





Magpie talks like himfelf. 
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